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President's Message

Welcome to our second annual newsletter! Read on for Fox Valley Music
Teachers Association events and opportunities, including speakers,
workshops, concerts and master classes— Now is an excellent time to sit
down with your calendar to mark upcoming meeting dates, special events
and registration deadlines.

Not yet a member, or new to the Fox Valley as a music teacher? We
invite all piano, string, woodwind, brass, percussion and voice teachers
looking to expand their horizons to check out our thriving organization.

By becoming an active member of FVYMTA, you'll enjoy being involved in
reliable network of knowledgeable (and fun!) colleagues who “get it” when
it comes to running successful music studios. Take advantage of our

local, state and national association’s outstanding resources to:

- grow your studio

- refresh your teaching toolbox,

- adopt better business practices,

- receive helpful discounts,

- network with other professional music teachers, and

- find solutions to common teaching, tech and business issues.

We're here for you! To learn more, visit our meetings (this year at Appleton
Public Library!), or contact me at the email below. For Fall 2026
gatherings and opportunities, read on, or visit our website at FVYMTA.org to
get the latest listing of upcoming events. We hope to see you soon!

Sincerely,

Margaret Burton

Fox Valley Music Teachers Association
President (2026-'27)
MargNet25@gmail.com




26-27 Presentations

This year, we will have our meetings and presentations at the
Appleton Public Library Mary Beth Nienhaus Community Meeting
Room. Topics will include strategies and approaches to memorization,
music theory, and the new KeysFest etude festival. Presentations kick
off at 10:15 AM.

September 11th: KeysFest & Etude Festival
o Lynn Orlando, Jody Gawron, Shuk-Ki Wong

October 9th: Memorization
o Kristina Arellano (Paige School of Music)

November 13th: Topic TBA
o Catherine Kautsky (Lawrence University)

February 12th: Preparing Your Students for WMTA Theory Test
o Tricia Marton (UW-Green Bay/ Lakeland University)

March 12th: Topic TBA
o Erin Lesser (Lawrence University)




FVMTA KeysFest & Etude Festival

Announcing

FOX VALLEY MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

KEYSFEST 2026

Scale, Arpeggio, Chord and Cadence Piano Event and
NEW Etude Festival
for all Fox Valley Piano Teachers

KeysFest 2026: Celebrating Excellence in Piano Technique and Performance

KeysFest 2026 offers students exciting opportunities to develop, showcase, and
celebrate their musical growth through two engaging events. The Scales,
Arpeggios, Chords & Cadences Event encourages students to strengthen
technical fluency, accuracy, and confidence through the performance of
essential keyboard skills.

New this year, the KeysFest Etude Festival invites students to explore the
artistry and musical depth of etude performance. Participants will demonstrate
both technical skill and musical expression while receiving valuable adjudicator
feedback. The festival features Elementary, Intermediate, and Advanced levels,
with the Advanced level offering a Competitive Division where outstanding
performances will be recognized and winners will be selected, as well as a
Comments-Only Division for students seeking performance experience and
feedback.

The event is open to pianists from elementary through high school. Teachers
planning to participate must email fvmtakeysfest@gmail.com by October 9,
2026 to indicate their intent to participate. Registration opens September 25
and closes at midnight on October 23, with payment also due by October
23. Teachers should submit one combined check for all participating students
and bring the required Judge’'s Forms and music scores on audition day.



FVMTA KeysFest & Etude Festival

Information can be found here;

(1) KeysFest Invitation & Information
https://drive.google.com/file/d/Iw8NRGIAOQ_VDuUA-uHvYavolOPJszEsv6/view?us
p=share_link

(2) KeysFest Scales, Arpeggios, Chords & Cadences Event Requirements
https:/drive.google.com/file/d/THgPElalvFknUkoyacZTWI1CcpWWGCuD5MAview
?2usp=sharing

(3) KeysFest Etude Festival Repertoire List
https://drive.google.com/file/d/IbRNWR5V8LrrA8sIFS-Fud2qV50TnD8ANiew?us
p=sharing



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w8nRG1AOQ_VDuA-uHvYavo10PJszEsv6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HqPElaJvFknUkoyacZTW1CcpWWGCuD5M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bRNWR5V8LrrA8jsIFS-Fud2qV5OTnD8A/view?usp=sharing

Dr. Diana Shapiro Masterclass

We are excited to continue our masterclass tradition this year
following the success of last year's event. Our guest clinician will be Dr.
Diana Shapiro from the University of Wisconsin—-Whitewater, who
brings extensive experience in coaching both solo and duet piano
repertoire. Her expertise and thoughtful approach to teaching and
performance will provide valuable insights for both students and
teachers. We look forward to another engaging and inspiring
Masterclass and to welcoming our members and their students for a
meaningful day of musical learning and collaboration.

Seeking Masterclass Participants

We invite you to see if any of your students are interested in
participating. We are aiming for 4-5 students at the intermediate to
advanced level. This is a fantastic chance, especially for those gearing
up for WSMA and/or WMTA auditions.

Date:
January 30th, 2026 (Saturday) from 10:00 am to noon

Venue:
Mary Beth Nienhaus Community Rooms, Appleton Public Library

Registration opens January 4 and closes at midnight on January
15—Stay tuned for additional details! For inquiries, please reach out to
Shuk-Ki Wong at skwongpiano@gmail.com



FVMTA Young Artist Festival

FVMTA Young Artist Festival
https://www.fvmta.org/young-artist-festival-2027.html

Calling NE* Wisconsin music students and teachers! Join Fox Valley Music
Teachers Association in celebrating the 25th annual FVYMTA Young Artist
Festival slated for Saturday, February 13, 2027 at Lawrence Conservatory of
Music, Lawrence University, Appleton, WI!

The Festival is an educational day composed of music competitions for
students in grades 6-12 (ensembles, piano concertos, strings, voice), a clinic for
students and teachers, performances of winners and the awarding of over
$1,000 in cash prizes at the culminating Winners Recital!

See fvmta.org for details, registration and more.
*Students or students of teachers who reside in the counties of: Brown,
Calumet, Door, Fond du Lac, Manitowoc, Outagamie, Shawano, Waupaca or

Winnebago.

Barbara Froelich, NCTM
barbara.froelich55@gmail.com


https://www.fvmta.org/young-artist-festival-2027.html

2026-2027

Thursday, September 3, 2026
WMTA Auditions Workshop

9:00-11:00am, Lawrence Community Music School

(Email to come with further detail)

ALENDAR

EVENT

Email to come with further detail.
RSVP with Catherine Walby,
catherine.walby®@lawrence.edu

Friday, September 11, 2026
FVMTA Meeting

9:00am, Appleton Public Library
Mary Beth Nienhaus Community Meeting Room

‘KeysFest and Etude Festival': Lynn Orlando,
Jody Gawron, Shuk-Ki Wong

Saturday, September 12, 2026
FVMTA Welcome Back Dinner

4:00pm, 3305 N. Rambliing Rose Dr.

Come join us for the welcome back dinner!

Friday, October 9, 2026
FVMTA Meeting

9:00am, Appleton Public Library
Mary Beth Nienhaus Community Meeting Room

Memorization: Kristina Arellano (Paige
School of Music)

Friday-Saturday, October 23-24, 2026
WMTA State Conference

Stevens Point Holiday Inn

Schedule is available here:
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/
wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-Confer
ence-Schedule-Image-scaled.jpg

Saturday, November 7, 2026
KeysFest & Etude Festival

Heid Music Appleton

Registration opens September 25 and closes
at midnight on October 23. Payment is due
by October 23.

Friday, November 13, 2026
FVMTA Meeting

9:00am, Appleton Public Library
Mary Beth Nienhaus Community Meeting Room

Topic TBA. Presenter: Catherine Kautsky
(Lawrence University)

Saturday, November 21, 2026
Keys for a Cause

Barnes & Nobles
Date is tentative with details TBD

A special performance supporting a
meaningful cause, bringing music and
community together!




Friday, January 8, 2027
Executive Meeting & Social Gathering

9:00am, Location TBA

Executive Committee quick meeting, followed by
social gathering for all members!

Saturday, January 30 2027
Masterclass with Dr. Diana Shapiro

10:00am-noon, Appleton Public Library
Mary Beth Nienhaus Community Meeting Room

Masterclass with Dr. Diana Shapiro (University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater). Registration opens in
early January. More information soon at
www.fvmta.org

Friday, February 12, 2027
FVMTA Meeting

9:00am, Appleton Public Library
Mary Beth Nienhaus Community Meeting Room

Preparing Your Students for WMTA Theory
Test: Tricia Marton (UW Green Bay/ Lakeland
University)

Saturday, February 13, 2027
FVMTA Young Artist Festival

Lawrence Conservatory of Music

For more information, visit:
https://www.fvmta.org/young-artist-festival
-2027.html

Friday, March 12, 2027
FVMTA Meeting

9:00am, Appleton Public Library
Mary Beth Nienhaus Community Meeting Room

Topic TBA. Presenter: Erin Lesser (Lawrence
University)

Saturday, March 20, 2027
WMTA District Auditions

All Day, Lawrence University

District auditions for piano, instrumentalists and
vocalists. Registration will be due in February.

For more information', visit o
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/district-a
uditions

Friday, April 9, 2027
FVMTA Brunch

9:00am, Location TBA

All members welcomed!

Saturday, May 8, 2027
WMTA NE Regional Keyboard Competition

All Day, UW-Stevens Point Noel Fine Arts Center

For more information, visit
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/r
egional-keyboard-competition

Saturday, May 8 2027
WMTA State Vocal/Instrumental,
Keyboard Duet and Ensemble Auditions

All Day, UW-Stevens Point Noel Fine Arts Center

For more information, visit
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/state
-competition,
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/state
-keyboard-duets

Saturday, May 15, 2027
WMTA State Piano Competition

All Day, UW-Stevens Point Noel Fine Arts Center

For more information,
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/st
ate-keyboard-competition



https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/district-auditions
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/regional-keyboard-competition
https://www.fvmta.org/young-artist-festival-2027.html
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/state-keyboard-competition
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/state-competition

Officers & Committees

President: Margaret Burton margnet25@gmail.com

VP of Programs: Shuk-Ki Wong skwongpiano@gmail.com
Secretary: Sabrina Fabian sabrina@thefabians.net
Treasurer: Barbara Erickson jeanerickson125@gmail.com

Committees:

Finance: Barbara Erickson

Historian: All members

Hospitality: Jody Gawron

Keys for a Cause: Catherine Walby

Lawrence Representative: Catherine Walby
Librarian: Katie Vande Ven

Membership: Open

Mentoring: Catherine Walby

Monster Concert: Open (Co-chair: Justin Krueger)
Public Relations: Barbara Froelich, Margaret Burton
Scholarships: Nancy Lephart, Justin Krueger
Sunshine: Lynn Orlando

Website: Margaret Murray

WMTA District Chair: Catherine Walby

Young Artist Festival: Barbara Froelich, Paula Quihones



