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President's Message

Fellow Fox Valley Music Teachers and FVYMTA Members—

Welcome to our inaugural newsletter, chock full of information on this season’s
Fox Valley Music Teachers Association events and opportunities, including
speakers, workshops, concerts and master classes, plus an exciting sneak peek
into October’'s WMTA State conference in Elkhart Lake at the Osthoff Resort.

A huge thank you to Dr. Shuk-Ki Wong for putting together this engaging first
issue!

FVMTA's new publication will distribute quarterly, soannouncements and articles
from current members are both welcomed and encouraged. Have something to
share for the next edition? Contact shuk-kiwong@lawrence.edu.

Not yet a member, or new to the Fox Valley as a music teacher? We invite all
piano, string, woodwind, brass, percussion and voice teachers looking to expand
their horizons to check out our thriving organization!

By becoming an active member of FVMTA, you'll enjoy being part of a reliable
network of knowledgeable (and fun!) colleagues who “get it” when it comes to
running successful music studios. Take advantage of our local, state and national
association’s outstanding resources to;

« grow your studio,

refresh your teaching toolbox,

» adopt better business practices,

« receive helpful discounts,

network with other professional music teachers, and

find solutions to common teaching, tech and business issues.

We're here for you! To learn more, visit us at a meeting, or contact me at the email
below. For Fall 2025 gatherings and opportunities, read on, or visit our website at
FVMTA.org to get the latest listing of upcoming events. We hope to see you soon!

Sincerely,
Margaret Burton
Fox Valley Music Teachers Association

President (2025-'26)
MargNet25@gmail.com




25-26 Presentations

This year, we will feature speakers who will delve into topics such as
keyboard techniques, situational interest and phases of piano
learning, and modern piano repertoire. Presentations kick off at 10:15
AM at Heid Music Appleton, and children are encouraged to attend!

September 12th: ‘KeysFest’
o Lynn Orlando, Jody Gawron, Shuk Ki Wong

October 10th: ‘Functional Skills for Pre-College Piano Students’
o Dr. Kirstin Ihde (UWOQO)

November 7th: Topic TBA
o Dr. Theresa Camilli (Northern Michigan University)

February 13th: Contemporary piano literature for intermediate to
advanced learners
o Roundtable discussion

March 13th: TBA




FVMTA KeysFest

Announcing

Scale, Arpeggio, Chord and Cadence Piano Event
for all Fox Valley Piano Teachers

On November 8, 2025, the Fox Valley Music Teachers Association is
sponsoring KeysFest 2025 @ Heid Music Appleton!

Your students will have the opportunity to show off their keyboard skills playing
scales, arpeggios, chords and cadences! Teachers routinely teach these skills to
their piano students. KeysFest will provide the momentum created by a
performance/audition event in which students of every level can demonstrate
their skills to a judge.

Students will receive points, comments and ribbons based on their
performances. Students from Early Elementary to Advanced levels are
encouraged to participate in this event. All Fox Valley piano teachers are invited
to enter their students and experience the benefits of focusing on these
essential piano skills.

Scan the QR code below for a list of required skills in each category.

We are looking forward to sharing this exciting event with you!




Monster Piano Concert 2026

January 31 at the Lawrence University Chapel

We are looking to gauge interest as we put together our event to take
place on January 3lst at 3 pm. What | am asking is if you are an
interested teacher to have your students participate, and secondly,

how many students (approximately) would you expect to participate
from your studio?

A few of the specifics. Entry will be $20 per student. Proceeds from
this event will be used to commission a composition from a composer
(TBD) which will then be distributed to students after the event (as the
piece isn't written yet). This is an opportunity for piano teachers in NE
Wisconsin to collaborate, to grow musically, and to be a part of the
creation of a brand new work for the piano.

Please email Justin Krueger if you are interested with an approximate
number of students that would participate from your studio to
justind.krueger@gmail.com

More specifics regarding music, rehearsal, volunteering, as we get
closer!



Dr. Molly Roseman Masterclass

Masterclass is MAKING A COMEBACK!

We are excited to share that Dr. Molly Roseman from the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point will be conducting a session for FVMTA this
year.

Seeking Masterclass Participants

We invite you to see if any of your students are interested in
participating. We are aiming for 4-5 students at the intermediate to
advanced level. This is a fantastic chance, especially for those gearing
up for WSMA and/or WMTA auditions.

Date: February 21st, 2026 (Saturday) from 10:00 am to noon
Venue: Mary Beth Nienhaus Community Rooms B & C, Appleton
Public Library

Registration opens from January 9th to January 23rd—Stay tuned for
additional details! For inquiries, please reach out to Shuk-Ki Wong at
wongs@lawrence.edu.



o

GET WILD ABOUT TEACHING
2025 WMTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

This year’'s conference has an amazing line up; you don't want to miss
it!

More information can be found here:
https://Mww.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/state-annual-conference/w
mta-2024-annual-fall-conference

We have as our featured guest Dr. Christopher Fisher from Ohio
University. Read his impressive bio here:
http://Mww.chrisfisherpiano.com/biography.html. Christopher will be
giving a master class as well.

If that wasn’'t enough, his wife Katherine Fisher is presenting about
rote teaching. Piano Safari is also sponsoring a showcase of their
methods. Learn more about Katherine here:
https:/Mmww.ohio.edu/fine-arts/fisherkl

MASTER CLASS STUDENTS NEEDED!

We will need 4 students, one at each of the following levels:
« Elementary

- late elementary/early intermediate

« mid-late intermediate

« early-mid advanced

If you have a student that would be able to attend at 10 am on
Saturday, October 25, please contact Stacey at sakraus2@gmail.com



s GRLENDAR

Thursday, August 28, 2025
WMTA Auditions Workshop

9:00am-noon, Lawrence Community Music School

EVENT

RSVP with Catherine Walby,
catherine.walby®@lawrence.edu

Friday, September 12, 2025
FVMTA Meeting

9:00am, Heid Music Appleton

‘KeysFest’ by Lynn Orlando, Jody Gawron,
Shuk-Ki Wong

Friday, October 10, 2025
FVMTA Meeting

9:00am, Heid Music Appleton

Functional Skills for Pre-College Piano
Students’ by Dr. Kirstin Ihde (University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh)

Friday-Saturday, October 24-25, 2026
WMTA State Conference

Osthoff Resort, 101 Osthoff Ave, Elkhart Lake, WI

For information and registration:
https://wwwwisconsinmusicteachers.com/
state-annual-conference/wmta-2024-annu
al-fall-conference

Saturday, November 8, 2025
KeysFest

Heid Music Appleton

Registration opens in October!

Friday, November 14, 2025
FVMTA Meeting

9:00am, Heid Music Appleton

Topic TBA. Presenter: Dr. Theresa Camilli
(Northern Michigan University)

Friday, January 9, 2026
Executive Meeting & Social Gathering

9:00am, Location TBA

Executive Committee quick meeting,
followed by social gathering for all members!




Saturday, January 31, 2026
Monster Concert

All Day, Lawrence University Chapel

Registration deadline will be in October.
More information soon at www.fvmta.org

Friday, February 13, 2026
FVMTA Meeting

9:00am, Heid Music Appleton

Roundtable Discussion: Contemporary piano
literature for intermediate to advanced
learners

Saturday, February 21, 2026
Masterclass with Dr. Molly Roseman

10:00am-noon, Appleton Public Library

Masterclass with Dr. Molly Roseman (University
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point). Registration opens
from January 9th to January 23rd. More
information soon at www.fvmta.org

Friday, March 13, 2026
FVMTA Meeting

9:00am, Heid Music Appleton

Presentation and speaker TBA.

Saturday, March 21, 2026
WMTA District Auditions

All Day, Lawrence University

District auditions for piano, instrumentalists and
vocalists. Registration will be due in February.

For more inforr.nation., visit o
https://wwwwisconsinmusicteachers.com/district-a
uditions

Friday, April 10, 2025
FVMTA Brunch

9:00am, Location TBA

All members welcomed!

Saturday, May 9, 2026

WMTA Regional Keyboard Competition

All Day, UW-Stevens Point Noel Fine Arts Center

For more information, visit
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/r
egional-keyboard-competition

Saturday, May 9, 2026
WMTA State Vocal/Instrumental,

Keyboard Duet and Ensemble Auditions

All Day, UW-Stevens Point Noel Fine Arts Center

For more information, visit
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/state
-competition,
https://wwwwisconsinmusicteachers.com/state
-keyboard-duets

Saturday, May 16, 2026
WMTA State Piano Auditions

All Day, UW-Stevens Point Noel Fine Arts Center

For more information,
https://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/st
ate-keyboard-competition




Officers & Committees

Officers:

President: Margaret Burton margnet25@gmail.com

VP of Programs: Shuk-Ki Wong shuk-kiwong@lawrence.edu
Secretary: Sabrina Fabian sabrina@thefabians.net
Treasurer: Barbara Erickson jeanerickson125@gmail.com

Committees:

Finance: Barbara Erickson

Historian: All members

Hospitality: Jody Gawron

Keys for a Cause: Catherine Walby

Lawrence Representative: Catherine Walby
Librarian: Katie Vande Ven

Membership: TBD

Mentoring: Catherine Walby

Monster Concert: Justin Krueger

Public Relations: Barbara Froelich, Margaret Burton
Scholarships: Nancy Lephart

Sunshine: Alyssa Kussow

Website: Margaret Murray

WMTA District Chair: Catherine Walby

Young Artist Festival: Barbara Froelich, Margaret Murray



